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What is Indigenous Tourism?

American Indian, Alaska Native and Native
Hawaiian-owned tourism firms contribute $15.7
billion to the U.S. economy

U.S. Indigenous tourism is comprised of
American Indian, Alaska Native and Native

Hawaiians (AIANNH) across our Native
Nations and communities in the United States. 

Indigenous Tourism is a $15.7 Billion Industry

78.2% increase in the number of American Indian,
Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian tourism
employment (jobs) from 2017-2020.

230% increase in American Indian, Alaska Native
and Native Hawaiian-owned tourism firms in the
tourism sector from 2017-2020.

92% of American Indian, Alaska Native and
Native Hawaiian-owned tourism businesses in the
U.S. were firms without paid employees; most
were small in size and operation.
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Key Findings:
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COVID-19 Impact

Indigenous-owned hospitality firms are smaller in scale than other U.S. tourism companies

This report describes American Indian, Alaska Native,
and Native Hawaiian (AIANNH) owned businesses in
the U.S. tourism and hospitality sector, including (1)

accommodations & food services; (2) arts,
entertainment & recreation; (3) retail trade; and (4)

transportation & warehousing.

Data for the Economic Impact of Indigenous Tourism
Report was collected from the 2017-2020 U.S.
Census Annual Business Survey (ABS) and U.S.

Census Non-Employer Statistics by Demographics
(NESD).
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In 2020, the total annual receipt of American Indian, Alaska
Native and Native Hawaiian-owned firms within the tourism
sector was $11.6 billion. With tourism businesses seriously
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, this figure was 26 percent
less than the $15.7 billion revenue in 2019.

Transportation & Warehousing
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Hospitality Businesses: All vs. AIANNH-Owned

Annual Sales in 2020
(Average)

$749,192$4.9 million

Number of Employees

All AIANNH

(Average)

All

AIANNHAll AIANNH

Annual Salary in 2020
(Average)

$28,690 $24,611

AIANNH Businesses: Growth Rate & Impact on Tourism U.S. Economy

2017 2019 2020

In 2019, the 120,869 AIANNH firms in the tourism
sector were three times more than in 2017. By

2020, the number of firms increased by 10
percent to 133,043. This represented 1.5 percent

of the total U.S. tourism economy.

227.5%
Increase

In 2020, American Indian, Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian-
owned tourism firms made seven times less than the average
tourism firm in the U.S. Concerning firms without paid employees,
where most American Indian, Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian-
owned tourism companies were categorized, the difference from
the national sales average was at least 16 percent.
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